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Walt Whitman High School

301 West Hills Road

Huntington Station, NY 11746

(631) 812 - 3800
JRogers@shufsd.org
Dear Sir or Madam:
 The Walt Whitman “Robocats” is our high school robotics team. Every year since our founding in 2007, the “Robocats” have participated in the FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology) robotics program and competitions. Although FIRST Robotics’ is centered on engineering, it also places a strong emphasis on fair competition and its key concept of “gracious-professionalism”. Needless to say this program provides its members with invaluable engineering experience.  However, it also enables its participants to be given a specific task and follow that task through until it has been successfully completed utilizing brainstorming, compromise, design, problem solving, programming, hard work, and assembly. 
            The competition schedule for the FIRST Robotics competition spans across approximately three months. The first six weeks of the competition are a “build-season” in which each team designs and builds a robot to perform a specific competition task. The build season is followed by regional qualifying competitions and then for those who qualify; there are the finals in Georgia. 

             Once the competitions are completed, our team begins to concentrate on the next year’s season by focusing on fundraising and recruiting sponsors to help support us. In addition, the FIRST program emphasizes the importance of community outreach and therefore the Robocats not only try to raise funds for ourselves but we also use our fundraising efforts to donate a portion of the proceeds we raise through our mega raffles to a number worthwhile causes such as the Wounded Warrior Project and the John Theissen Children’s Foundation.  The team also participates in raising funds for children with cancer by sponsoring at St. Baldrick’s Day Event at our high school. At this event, many team members are sponsored to have their head shaved and all of the proceeds are donated directly to the St. Baldrick’s Foundation
             
 While we do fundraising activities, our main source of funds is achieved through donations and sponsorship. Accordingly, I would like to ask if you would be interested in sponsoring our team.  The equipment costs and other expenses associated with this program are significant. Monetary contributions in any amount are greatly needed and appreciated. In addition, donations of any kind including mentorship are other terrific ways to support our team. Our sponsorship levels range from the Bronze Level (a donation of $100.00) to our Platinum Level (a donation of $1000.00 or more). Ultimately, your sponsorship will make it possible for our team to remain competitive, allow us to continue and expand our community outreach programs, and encourage and inspire young minds to continue their education in robotics, engineering, and technology.  

It is our hope that you believe, as we do, that our robotics team is a worthwhile endeavor, and join our team as a sponsor. Please mail your donation to Mr. Jaime Rogers at the address shown above.  Please note that all checks should be written to: Walt Whitman High School with a notation on the check stating that your donation is for the Walt Whitman High School Robotics Club. Upon request, a letter will be issued by Walt Whitman High School providing the donor with information to support its donation to the Robotics Club. 
         To learn more about the “Robocats” please visit our website www.whitmanrobocats.com. You can also view the FIRST Robotics website at this link: http://www.usfirst.org/.  

 Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.  Please direct all questions to Mr. Jamie Rogers at (631) 812-3800.
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